
In February, California  

legislators and the         

Governor passed the  long        

overdue 2009-2010 state 

budget. In recent years, 

California has experienced 

major budgetary issues 

which were made even 

worse by the onset of the   

national recession.  In   

response, as part of the 

budget packet, six      

Propositions will be voted 

on by California residents 

in a special election this 

year.   The  six propositions 

are all fiscal and WILL 

eliminate or reduce fund-

ing to many services.   

Program affected by these 

Propositions include: First 

5 Marin, SSI, CalWorks, K-

14 education, and more.  

A summary of the ballot 

measures are listed        

below. 

A R E  Y O U  R E A D Y  F O R  T H E  

C A L I F O R N I A  S P E C I A L  E L E C T I O N ?  

P R O P O S I T I O N S  O N  T H E  B A L L O T  

PROPOSITION 1A 

STATE FINANCE 

This measure would               

increase the amount of 

money put into the state’s 

“rainy day” reserve account 

a n d  re st r ic t s  how                   

withdraws of these funds 

are made. If this measure is 

approved, several tax            

increases passed as part of 

the February 2009 budget 

package would be extended 

by one to two years. The tax 

increases proposed include:   

V A 1-cent-per-dollar    

increase in the state 

sales tax, from the     

current tax of 8% to 9%   

until July 1, 2011. 

V The state's vehicle license 

fee will nearly double    

under Proposition 1A from 

this May to July 1, 2011. 

V An increase of 0.25% in 

the state's personal      

income tax in every tax 

bracket.   

 

PROPOSITION 1B             

EDUCATION FINANCE 

 An attempt to modify some of 

the terms of California     

Proposition 98 (1998) which 

requires a minimum            

percentage of the state 

budget to be spent on K-14 

education.    The proposal 

forgoes annual increases in 

education spending in the 

2009-2010 fiscal year and 

restores it during the    

2011-2012 fiscal year. 

 

PROPOSITION 1C  

CALIFORNIA STATE           

LOTTERY 

This measure makes major 

changes to the 1984 voter 

initiative that created the  

California Lottery. These 

changes could increase 
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lottery ticket sales and allow the state to    

borrow $5 billion in the 2009-2010 fiscal 

year from future lottery profits. 

In addition to borrowing this $5 billion, the 

state also could borrow more from lottery   

profits in future years. Under the measure, 

lottery profits now  dedicated to schools 

and colleges would be used to pay back the       

borrowing. The measure would increase      

payments to education from the state’s     

General Fund to make up for the loss in 

future years.    

  

PROPOSITION 1D 

CALIFORNIA CHILDREN AND      

FAMILIES ACT: USE OF FUNDS-     

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 

This Prop is an attempt to modify some of 

the terms of Proposition 10 (1998)  that           

established the First 5 Program, which is         

responsible for supporting and improving 

early childhood development.  First 5       

targets children at greatest risk, providing 

them with health care, developmental 

screenings, dental care, child safety         

programs, obesity prevention, quality child 

care, preschool, and support for their           

families.  Prop 1D would  temporarily redi-

rect a significant portion of these program 

funds to achieve budgetary savings. It          

allocates $608 million in "First 5" money to 

be set aside for “early child development and 

other  children's programs” for the next five 

years. These “children’s programs” are not 

clearly specified and there is no     

assurance on how the redi-

rected funds will be spent.

  

 

PROPOSITION 1E 

THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

ACT:      PROPOSITION 63 AMEND-

MENTS 

Prop 1E proposes shifting $227 million in 

voter-approved funding from Prop 63 for two 

years to pay for the Early Periodic Screening, 

Diagnosis and Treatment Program, a low-

income child development program that 

would otherwise be paid for out of the state's 

General Fund.  Prop. 1E cuts up to $460     

million from voter-mandated Proposition 63 

mental health programs and there would be a 

temporary reduction in funding available for 

Mental Health Services Act programs.  

 

PROPOSITION 1D 

STATE OFFICER SALARY INCREASES 

The main impact of Proposition 1F is to     

prohibit the State Commission that sets salary 

levels for members of the California State 

Legislature from increasing those salaries.  

This would be in effect during any year in 

which the state's Director of Finance reports 

that there will be a negative  balance in the 

budget at the end of that fiscal year. The   

annual salary of a legislator is $116,208.* 

P R O P O S I T I O N S  C O N T I N U E D   

Through the                        

Civic Engagement             

Initiative, we will continue 

to promote  voter             

registration and education  

activities by providing   

election  education and  

materials until the             

May 19th,  California         

Special Election.  

 If you or your organiza-

tion would like materials 

or training  associated 

with this Special Election 

please contact Yvette at 

(415) 451-4350 x 301. 

To get involved and join 

the over 50  organizations 

who are signing on for  

the  Agenda coalition 

work, visit our website:  

maringrassroots. org/

actionagenda. 

Grassroots Leadership 

Network and other 501c3 

non-profit  organizations 

are allowed by law to  

provide factual              

information and educa-

tion to the public about 

the potential impact of a 

Propositions.  
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In Marin County, the continued high price of housing and 

stagnant real wages, coupled with the current recession 

have made it nearly impossible for an increasing number 

of families to obtain an affordable home. In 2008, 75% of 

Marin families spent more than 30% of their income on 

housing and 62% spent more than 50%; this is significantly 

more than federal guideline recommendations, which 

states that no more than 30% should be spent on housing, 

including utilities.  The graph below shows the dollar 

amount Marin residents can afford to spend on housing 

with regards to their income. 

In 2009 we have the opportunity to make significant 

changes in housing policies a Housing Element blueprint 

must be adopted by Marin County’s local government,  

cities, and neighborhoods. 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΚ  

The Housing Element is a state law state that requires local       

governments to adopt a comprehensive, long term plan to 

supply affordable housing.  Marin’s last    Housing Element 

update was in 2003 and it must be (according to state law) 

updated every 5-8 years to “adequately plan to meet exist-

ing and projected housing needs of all economic segments 

of the community.” 

So why is this important? 

Marin County is currently in the process of reviewing,  

revising, and updating their Housing Element.  New goals,  

2009: A GREAT YEAR TO ADDRESS THE                                         

MARIN COUNTY HOUSING  CRISIS 

procedures, and policies will be enacted  that will impact 

housing planning for the future of EVERY local             

community.  Having quality affordable housing choices is         

essential for the development and well-being of the 

whole community and its residents. 

Why should I be concerned? 

V Every resident deserves the chance to obtain           

affordable housing. 

V If you don’t participate in the Housing Element now, 

you will not have much of a voice in the process of 

affordable housing in the future. 

V Our children and future generations need safe, 

healthy, economically sustainable communities. 

V The Housing Element impacts everyone, not just low 

income families. 

V Affordable housing is essential to the viability of 

Marin County’s economy. 

How can I get involved? 

V Contact your city’s planning department to get       

information about Housing Element plans. 

V Attend meetings regarding the Housing Element in 

your neighborhood.  Ask local officials how you can 

get involved.  Take notes and make suggestions for 

future plans. 

V Volunteer at a community based organization      

working on the Housing Element. 

V Educate your family, friends and neighbors about the 

Housing Element and what is being done in your   

community. 

This is a great year to take advantage of opportunities to 

influence and advocate for the advancement of          

workforce-related housing policies Marin County.  To 

learn more about the opportunities for participation, con-

tact us at: (415) 451-4350 x 306 or email: 

info@maringrassroots.org 
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Upcoming Events 

SPECIAL ELECTION            
INFORMATIONAL         

WORKSHOP  
Weds, April 22th 

10:00am-12:00pm 

At the Grassroots Leadership 
Network of Marin 

Join us and other community 
based organizations to learn 

about the 6 important    
Propositions on the  Ballot.   

Find out how these       
Proposition effect how $$$$ 

is  allocated to many                  
organizations!    

To RSVP or for more            
information contact: 

info@maringrassroots.org or 
call: 451-4350 x 301 

 

ROOTS, ROOFS & 

POWER 

Friday, May 1st  

11:30am-2pm 

At the Pickleweed           
Community Center 

A discussion of the             
distribution of resources 

through the 2009                  
American Recovery &                                 

Reinvestment Act.   

Ù How the Green economy 
can help boost jobs 
within Marin County 

Ù Advocacy of Marin Hous-
ing Element and the fu-
ture of housing. 

Ù How can these funds be 
allocated to you? 

For more information or to 
RSVP contact 

info@maringrassroots.org or 
call: 451-4350 x 303  

Throughout 2010, the US Census Bureau will be gathering a count of everyone living in the 

United States (regardless of citizenship or immigration status) which occurs every 10 years.  

So why is this so important? 

Census data is used to distribute federal funding to counties’ social service programs based 

on the information that is gathered.  There is a vested interest to obtain accurate household 

statistics so family need can be accounted for and federal assistance can be fairly distrib-

uted throughout Marin County.  The Census count determines funding allocations for 

schools, roads, affordable housing programs, county hospitals, emergency services, and 

much more. 

THE CENSUS COUNT AFFECTS EVERYONE, EVEN YOU! 

“The impact of undercounting can be significant.  For example, about 838,000 Californians 

went undercounted in 1990, which cost the state $223 million in Medicaid and other federal 

programs.1” 

If the appropriate statistics are not reported in Marin County, less money will be allocated to 

programs the federal government funds  (and are essential in Marin) such as housing        

programs, affordable healthcare, senior services, early childhood education, etc.  This can       

inevitably lead to the possibility of a reduction in funding to many community based           

organizations.  

There is often a reluctance to report data or to participate in the census, especially with 

members of disenfranchised neighborhoods, immigrant populations, and those with second 

language needs.  With the implementation of  a census education campaign and cultural 

competency training of poll workers within Marin County,  many of the myths surrounding 

the census can be debunked and we can properly educate communities about how              

important the data collection really is. 

GLN is in the process of establishing important partnerships with other agencies  to carry out 

census education programs throughout 2009-2010.  It is our hope that accurate information 

is acquired, so funds can be awarded accordingly to Marin County. 

If YOU would like more housing opportunities, health service options, employment & training 

services, more reliable transportation, and better childcare, MAKE SURE TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THE CENSUS!  Inform your friends, neighbor and clients about the Census.  Open the door for 

census workers, fill out surveys accurately, and return Census material received in the mail.  

It’s easy and can make a big impact on the services your family may need! 
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This is a publication of the Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin.  We are dedicated to supporting grassroots 
leadership and promoting civic participation to eliminate poverty and improve the quality of life in underrepre-
sented  communities.  For more information about Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin please visit our      
website at: www.maringrassroots.org or call: (415) 451-4350 
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