= e~ ‘r| . “‘ M‘. ! i
Grassroots Leadership Network of Marin I

2009 BRIEF REPORT

The following is a brief description of our 2009 organizational accomplishmemizde possible with
generous support from organizations includindgdarin Community Foundation, San Francisco
Foundation, Marguerite Casey Foundation, California Endowment, and the County of Marin.
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The 11t Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration, held in
January in Marin City, drew more than 300 community
members for an uplifting day of discussions, networking,
speeches, awards, and inspirational performances by young
talents.

More than 120 participants of our “Roots, Roofs, and Power”
Quarterly Meetings had the unique opportunity to learn more
about the topics covered, network and share updates. These
quarterly convenings involved representatives from various
community-based organizations, grassroots groups,
businesses, government agencies, elected officials and other
public decision-makers to explore social equity issues and
related policies impacting our local communities.

Through the monthly distribution of the “Roots, Roofs and
Power” newsletter, nearly 3,000 working families and
advocates around Marin County received important
information and updates regarding the American
Reinvestment and Recovery Act, Housing Element, and the
2010 Census.

The Census 2010 Marin Complete Count Committee was
created with a membership of 53 local organizations
dedicated to participating in census outreach activities and
ensuring a complete count of Marin County’s residents.

We were involved in organizing various events promoting the
Census including: Census Portrait of America Road Tour with
stops at St. Vincent de Paul and Bahia Vista School.

Census television programs were produced that included
interviews with community members, Marin County
Supervisor Judy Arnold, Marin County Supervisor Steve
Kinsey’s Office, San Rafael City Council Member Marc Levine,
Linda Jackson, Principal Planner for the City of San Rafael, and
others.

During a year-long process implemented in 2008 through the
Building Healthy Communities Initiative and the Equal Voice
for America’s Families Campaign, the Marin County Equal
Voice Platform was created with the engagement of
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more than 30 organizations and 600 working families to address pressing issues of concern for
working families in Marin County.

Upon its completion, nine organizations have already endorsed the Marin County Equal Voice
Platform and are committed to support advocacy efforts related to economic development. A pilot
advocacy capacity assessment was created with the support of Alliance for Justice and applied to six
organizations. * From May 2008 to April 2009, we directly engaged more than

600 working families in our work through activities such as
voter registration and education drives, the Equal Voice Campaign
Convening in Los Angeles, local community forums, and the Policy
Action Breakfast as part of the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Birthday Celebration.

* The county-wide4 AT AT O 08 6 1, dousthutet by @ divarkel
group of community-appointed members representing tenants
from the local districts, was engaged in year round affordable
housing advocacy and electoral activities. We collaborated
with Greenbelt Alliance and Nonprofit Housing Association to

offer community organizing trainings to emerging community

leaders interested in promoting affordable housing advocacy.

We accomplished an increase in leadership and advocacy
skills of approximately 50 community members through their
participation as leaders in community organizing efforts such as
the Equal Voice Campaign, the Tenants Organizing Project, and
the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration.

We performed community outreach at the Marin City Blues and
Soul Festival, where over 100 attendees had the opportunity to
register to vote and to learn about the Housing Element Updates,
Tenants’ Voice Council activities, and the upcoming Census.

We had informational booths at the kick-off event for Bi-National
Health Week at the Marin Health and Wellness Center in the
Canal and at the Health and Wellness Faire in Marin City, where
over 500 attendees had the opportunity to register to vote and
to learn about the Housing Element Updates, Tenants’ Voice
Council activities, and the upcoming Census.

Over 15 local organizations were organized to establish the

Marin City Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Coalition, a broad-
based partnership committed to
fostering a safe, healthy, thriving,
and self-determining Marin City.

Our 2009 accomplishments o
policy-related advocacy
involved coalitional
collaboration with the following
regional, state, and national
organizations:Policy Link,
Urban Habita/Bay Area Socia
Equity CaucugCalifornia
Partnership,National
Community Development
Institute, Greenbelt Alliance,
Nonprofit Housing Associatior
andthe National Equal Voice
Coalition.
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